
 
Weekly Briefing – Depaul International and Depaul Ukraine 
 
 
Happy Easter, one and all. We hope this update finds you well and safe and you enjoyed a 
restful break. 

 
Ukraine overview 

 
The conflict continues to intensify across the Ukraine, with the UN 
reporting almost 5 million refugees having fled the country, and at 
least 7.1 million people displaced internally.  Additionally, the UN 
estimates that 10.2 million people inside Ukraine are in urgent need 
of food and livelihoods assistance, and 1.4 million people in Ukraine 
are now without access to running water. 
 
As fighting escalates in the Donbas region, our staff and volunteers 
remain safe and well, despite the volatile situation. Thank you for 
your continued support and good wishes. 

 
Spotlight on Kharkiv 
 
Kharkiv remains a central target for the offensive. Our shelter 
remains open, and our volunteers are providing life-saving food, 
medicine and information for thousands of residents in the city. We 
recently interviewed our Chair of Trustees for Depaul Ukraine, Fr. 
Vitaliy Novak, about the daily reality of living in Kharkiv, in our article 
Life In Kharkiv. 
 
In his own words, “Some parts of Kharkiv are like Mariupol… 
destroyed… some parts are still alive. The forces have already 
activated, the offensive has started. Last night, numerous buildings 
were hit. Even now as I speak to you, somewhere is being bombed.  
 
“It is 56 days into the war and every day it’s the same – shootings, 
bombings. There are those who have adapted to the war, those who can help others, and then 
those who have not survived. Every day we are burying people, every day there are deaths, 
but there also births”.  

Read the full candid account from Fr. Vitaliy here.  

The Tablet Coverage 
 
The Tablet interviewed Fr Vitaliy about Depaul’s work in Kharkiv 
and how his faith sustains him.  
 
Read the full article here: Kharkiv prepares for Orthodox Easter 
under bombardment (thetablet.co.uk), and check out the print 
edition next week.    
 
He says, “Faith gives us the power to continue. We believe in 
freedom and dignity at all levels. The choice is freedom or death.”  

 
Depaul Projects 
 
Thank You  
 
Firstly, a massive thank you to everyone who continues to donate to our Depaul Ukraine 
Emergency Appeal. Every penny counts, and we are now able to support thousands of people 
throughout Ukraine, which we would not be able to do without your continued donations. We 
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are delighted to also be supported by CAFOD and the Disasters Emergency Committee. 
Depaul is one of only a few agencies on the ground with immediate access to Ukrainians and 
a history in the country, which significantly helps the aid effort. 

 

150 tonnes goal reached! 
 
We have now transported over 150 tonnes of aid from Slovakia into Ukraine – most of it food, 
but also medicines and vital hygiene items.  
 
Depaul is currently feeding 3,300 individuals per day 
in Ukraine through a combination of providing bulk 
supplies to soup kitchens and shelters, as well as 
distributing food baskets at collection points and 
through outreach to people’s homes (particularly to 
vulnerable people. Food baskets provide enough 
food for one individual for five days and are designed 
by our humanitarian specialist who is also a qualified 
nutritionist, in consultation with colleagues in Ukraine 
and Slovakia.  
 
Shelter 
 
Depaul Ukraine’s existing shelters in Kharkiv and Odesa continue to operate and provide a 
safe home to 50 vulnerable homeless people. We also help 125 vulnerable women and 
children through continuing to provide support staff for a home for single mothers and an 
orphanage for children with disabilities. 
 
 
Every donation matters. To support our work in Ukraine please go to our Depaul Ukraine 
Emergency Appeal page.  

For more information, please email Mark on mark.mcgreevy@depaulinternational.org.uk  
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